Man’s Sinful Ingratitude

Romans 1:17-25

Everything we have is given to us by our benevolent Creator: the air we breathe,
the food we eat, the water we drink, the clothing we put on, etc. God makes His
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on
the unrighteous (Matt. 6:45). All men benefit from the goodness of the Lord, and
it is only because of Him that we live and move and have our being (Acts
17:28). And yet man, in his depravity, refuses to honor God and give thanks for
all He has bestowed: “When they knew God, they glorified Him not as God,
neither were thankful, but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish
heart was darkened” (Rom. 1:21). They refused to honor God for who He is,
and they refused to thank God for what He had done.

In the last days perilous times shall come, and one of the characteristics of that
time will be that men will be “unthankful” (2 Tim. 3:2). How rare it is today
to go to a public eating place and see people giving thanks for their food! The
Creator who provides our daily sustenance is not acknowledged. In the Psalms
the Lord gives this warning through David: “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and
forget not all His benefits” (Psalm 103:2).

God wants us to constantly remember and be thankful for all blessings received
from the Giver of every good and perfect gift. Sadly, the more we receive the
more we tend to forget: “Lest when thou hast eaten and art full. ..and thy silver
and thy gold is multiplied...then thine heart be lifted up and thou forget the
LORD thy God” (Deut. 8:11-14). “Oh that men would praise [thank] the
LORD for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men”
(Psalm 107:8).
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