
The Apostle

Paul Was Filled

With Pride!
(Romans 15:17-18; 

Jeremiah 9:23-24)

Paul loved to boast and brag! He was a very proud man---proud of His
Saviour! He was proud of what Christ had done.  “I have therefore
whereof I may glory [boast] through Jesus Christ in those things that
pertain to God” (Rom. 15:17). Paul’s boasting had nothing to do with his
own wisdom or achievements. His boasting was in the Lord. Every
believer should be able to say, “The Lord hath done great things for me”
whereof I am proud! Boasting in the direction of self is strongly
forbidden (1 Cor. 1:29). Boasting in God’s direction is strongly
encouraged (1 Cor. 1:30-31). 

Paul’s glorying or boasting was in Jesus Christ (Rom. 15:17). He did not
dare to boast in any other direction. He refused to glory or boast in his
own accomplishments. He would only speak and boast in what Christ had
accomplished and wrought in him: “For I will not dare to speak of any of
those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles
obedient, by word and deed” (Rom. 15:18). Paul was merely an
instrument in God’s hand. No brush takes credit for a masterpiece it
was used to paint. The artist gets all the glory. No violin takes credit for
the beautiful music that is played. The musician gets all the praise. 

Paul did not boast in what he had accomplished. Instead, he only boasted
in what Christ had accomplished through him” (see Rom. 15:17-18). 
We are not to brag about our wisdom, strength or wealth (Jer. 9:23).
Instead, we are to boast in a loving and righteous God (Jer. 9:24) and
rejoice that we can know Him! “My soul shall make her boast in the
LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad” (Psalm 34:2). “We
rejoice [boast] in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh” (Phil.
3:3).

For more articles see, https://middletownbiblechurch.org/inserts/index.htm
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