
“But we all, with open
(unveiled) face beholding as
in a glass [mirror] the glory
of the Lord, are changed
into the same image from
glory to glory” (2 Cor. 3:18). 

The key to the believer's transformation is found in this verse. God wants
to change us so that we are more and more like His Son, but we must do
our part.  Our part is to behold the glory of the Lord Jesus as we look into
the Bible. In the Scriptures, we see the God-painted portrait of His Son
in all the beauty of His character, the wonders of His Person, and the
glory of His perfections. God wants us to study every detail of that
portrait. As we do this, we will be constantly changing--a gradual, often
imperceptible, but steady transformation.

We start becoming what we are focused upon. Someone has said, “What
gets our attention gets us.”  Notice the key phrase in this verse:
“beholding…we are (being) changed.”  We tend to become like what
we look at, what we fix our mind upon.  We are being formed into what
we focus upon. 

We might notice two people married for decades. Why do they
sometimes resemble each other, act like each other, and even talk like
each other? It is because they have been beholding each other for years.
This same principle can work in a negative way. What are we beholding
on our phones, on our television screens, on our streaming devices, etc.? 
What we behold we will become. 

Years ago, Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer was in seminary chapel as the men
were about to sing the hymn, “Take Time to be Holy.”  Dr. Chafer
suggested that they change the words and sing instead, “Take Time to
Behold Him.”  Beholding Him is the key to holiness, the key to
developing Christ-like character.  
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