
Sons of Perdition

John 17:11-12                    2 Thess. 2:3-8

“Perdition” is a terrifying word.  It refers to the eternal destiny of lost
men.  It means “destruction, ruin, loss.”  The related verb is familiar
to Bible readers. It is the word “perish” (John 3:16; 1 Cor. 1:18; 2 Pet.
3:9).  The expression “son of perdition” is only used to describe two
individuals:  1) Judas-“Those that Thou gavest Me I have kept, and
none of them is lost, but the son of perdition” (John 17:12); 2) The
Man of Sin (the Man of Lawlessness)-“For that day shall not come,
except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition” (2 Thess. 2:3). Both these men are tools of Satan
and indwelt by the evil one (John 13:27; 2 Thess. 2:9). Both are
pretenders; Judas pretended to be a loyal disciple; the Man of
Lawlessness will pretend to be God (2 Thess. 2:4).  

Judas betrayed Christ (Matt. 26:21); the Man of Lawlessness will
blaspheme Christ (Rev. 13:1). Both meet with a tragic fate. Judas
hung himself (Matt. 27:5), had a disastrous fall (Acts 1:18) and Jesus
said it would have been better if Judas had never been born (Matt.
26:24). The Man of Lawlessness will be destroyed by Christ at His
coming (2 Thess. 2:8) and will be cast alive into the lake of fire (Rev.
19:20) where he is not annihilated, but tormented day and night
forever and ever (Rev. 20:10).

We were once described by God as “sons of disobedience” and
“children of wrath” (Eph. 2:2-3).  Because of our sins, we fully
deserve perdition and everlasting destruction. How thankful we can be
that God is not willing that any should perish. He has promised that
those who believe in Christ WILL NOT PERISH (John 3:16).
“Forever they shall never ever perish!” (John 10:28--Greek).
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