
True Biblical Love is 
Shown at Calvary

1 John 4:7-19

The world knows little of Calvary Love. It is a love that
springs from the heart of God and was demonstrated on Gol-
gotha’s cross. Amazing love, how can it be, that Thou my God
shouldst die for me! ...How can it be? That God should love a
soul like me, O how can it be? It was there that the spotless
Lamb of God gave Himself sacrificially for the ungodly, for His
enemies, for vile sinners (Rom. 5:6,8,10). John 3:16 points to
Calvary Love and 1 John 3:16 challenges every believer to do
the same: “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid
down His life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren.” 

True Biblical love involves four ingredients: 

ÌDECIDING – I must decide that I am going to love the other
person (regardless of how I feel about him/her), simply because
that person has a genuine need and I am able to meet that need.
True love begins as an act of the will. 

ÌGIVING – I must give of myself for the sake of the other
person. I am concerned, not about what I can get from this
person, but what I can give to this person. 

ÌSACRIFICING – Giving always involves a sacrifice and a
cost. My love for another person may cost me money; it may
cost me time; it may cost me sleep. It may involve discomfort or
pain. I am willing to spend and be spent for the benefit and
welfare of the person loved (2 Cor. 12:15). The cost is certainly
worth it, because it is more blessed to give than to receive (Acts
20:35).

ÌSEEKING – I must seek the highest and the best for the
person loved. I want nothing less than God’s best for this per-
son! Such love is possible only by the Spirit of God (Gal. 5:22).

~George Zeller: www.middletownbiblechurch.org
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