M essage to | srael

God’ s Plan of Salvation
From the Tanakh

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS

This paper wasoriginally written during my college days, prepared especially for my close Jewish friends.
| personally gave acopy to severa of them. | was raised inaJewish neighborhood. Asaboy my closest friends
were Jewish. | attended many Bar mitzvah servicesand other worship services at the various synagogues in
West Hartford, Connecticut and el sewhere. | attended so many synagogue servicesthat | even memorized some
of the Hebrew phrases which were spoken and can till recite them to this day.

While astudent at Wesleyan University, | studied both modern and Biblical Hebrew. My classin modern
Hebrew was madeup of mostly Jewish students, taught by a rabbi who was taking courses at Y ale in Biblical
dudies. While studying on the seminary level, | continued my Hebrew studies and also helped tutor other
students in this language. In total | took nine semesters of Hebrew (mostly Biblical Hebrew).

In the Hebrew Scriptures the Jews are said to be God’s special and chosen people (Deut. 7:6-8; 10:15).
Israel as anation has suffered greatly and the Jews have been persecuted more than any other people, yet the
futurefor thisnationisbright. God hasagreat plan for His chosen people. All the prophets predicted that there
iscoming a great kingdom age, atime of peace and prosperity and world-wide blessing. These great promises
and prophecies will be literally fulfilled (see for example, Isaiah chapter 2, chapter 11, chapter 35, Micah
chapter 2, Jeremiah chapter 23, Daniel chapters 2 and 7, etc.). God will keep His promises. He cannot do
otherwise. The nation Israel will possess all the land that God promised to Abraham in Genesis 15 and
Jerusalem will be the capital city of the world (Isaiah 2:1-4).

| am a debtor to Israel, to the Jewish people. | owe so much to them. First of all, | amin debt to them for
theBible which | love and which | believe to be absolutetruth from God. It isthe Jewswho down throughthe
centurieshave preserved the Bible and copied the Scriptures carefully and meticulously so that today we can
have these sacred writings in our possession. The Hebrew Scriptures (The Tanakh) and all but two books of
the New Testament were penned by Jews.

Secondly, many of the great men of God whom | respect and seek to imitate, whose words and deeds are
recordedin theHoly Scriptures, were Jews. Abraham, I saac, Jacob, Joseph, M oses, Joshua, Samuel, Jonathan,
David, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, just to name afew.

Thirdly and most importantly, during the end of my freshman year in college | received the Lord Jesus
(Yeshua) Christ asmy Lord and Savior. Y eshua Himself was a Jew, a son of Abraham, of the tribe of Judah,
of thekingly lineof David. In Genesis 12:3 God promised that al the families of the earth would be blessed
by the seed of Abraham. Itisbecauseof Y eshuathat my life has been changed and blessed. | have been blessed
by Israel’ s Messiah who as Abraham’ s descendant was perfect Man and perfect Jew, whose name would be
called“the Mighty God” (112 9N Isaiah 9:5; 9:6 in most English versions) and “Immanuel” (meaning “with
usisGod,” Isaiah 7:14).

The purposeof this paper isto present to Jewish peoplethe simpleand clear messagefrom the Bible. Every
guote found in this paper is from the Hebrew Scriptures. | am using The Tanakh published by the Jewish
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Publication Society (1985), the culmination of threedecades of collaboration by academic scholars and rabbis
representing the three largest branches of organized Judaism in America. | will also at times refer to the
Hebrew text (the Masoretic text which is the traditional Hebrew text) when such clarification is needed.

Everything that | say in this paper will be supported with Scripture. This is important because | am
presenting the Bible message, not my own message. | trust you will givethis paper acareful reading, with an
openmind and an open heart. Search the Scripturesyourself to seeif thesethingsarereally true. May theliving
God bless you as you read and give you understanding of His Word.

M essage to | srael

In thisbooklet, I would like to sharewith you afew things from the Tanakh for your consideration. Only
God hastheanswersto man’sneeds. Henceit isimportant to see what He hasto say. Asyou know, yearsago
God called out anation unto Himself, the nationIsrael. “The LORD your God chose you from among all other
peopleon earthto beHistreasured people” (Deut. 14:2). Israel was called to be awitnessto the One True God
in the midst of universal idolatry (Deut. 6:4; Isa. 43:10). They were able to furnish the penmen and be the
preservers of the inspired Word of God (Deut. 4:5-8). God spoke through Moses, David, the many prophets
and other godly men of Israel whom He chose to be His penmen.

Wemust carefully consider the message which God has given to us and which has been so well preserved
eventothisday. God’' sWord isthetruth: “Truthisthe essenceof Y our word” (Psalm 119:160). “The LORD

exists forever; Your word stands firm in heaven” (Psalm 119:89). “Y our teachingistrue” (Psalm 119:142).
God never lies, and that iswhy wemust hearken unto His words. We must believe God' s Word and take Him
at HisWord. In the Torah we read the following:

God is not man to be capricious, or mortal to change His mind. Would He speak and not act, promise

and not fulfill? (Num. 23:19)

God cannot and will not lie. His Word can be trusted completely. God’s Word will never fail and we must
let the Tanakh guide and direct us (see Psalm 119:105). In the words of the great prophet Isaiah, “Grass
withers, flowersfade—but theword of our Godisalwaysfulfilled” (Isaiah40:8). “Trust firmly in Hisprophets
and you will succeed” (2 Chron. 20:20).

With thisbasic understanding of the truthfulness and absol ute authority of the Holy Scriptures, let us now
proceed.

What IsMan’s Basic Problem?

We ALL went astray like sheep, each going his own way. (Isaiah 53:6)

All have gone astray. We are al like lost sheep who have wandered away from the LORD who is our
Shepherd (Psalm 23:1). We have all turned away from God. We have each gone our own way, not God’ sway.
The LORD looks down fromheaven on mankindto find a man of under standing, a man mindful of God.

ALL have turned bad, altogether foul; there is none who does good, not even one. (Psalm 14:2-3)

Again we see theword ALL. Inthe eyesof God thereis not one good person on the face of the earth. Not
oneof us canlive thekind of righteouslife that God demands. Only the Biblerevealswhat manisreally like
because it was written from God's paint of view. In the eyes of men we all seem to be somewhat good.
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However, how do we stand in the eyesof God? Remember thisimportant truth: “For not as man sees doesthe
LORD see; man sees only what isvisible, but the LORD sees into the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7).

The Tanakh makes it very clear that all men have sinned and stand guilty before the Judgeof all the earth.
Even Davidsaid, “Indeed | wasborn with iniquity; with sin my mother conceived me” (Psalm51:7). Solomon
wrote, “For there is not one good man on earth who doeswhat is best and doesn’t err” (Eccl. 7:20). Jeremiah
said, “Most devious isthe heart; It is perver se [the Hebrew term means “incurably sick”]—who can fathom
it?” (Jer.17:9). Isaiah said, “We have all becomelike an unclean thing, and al our virtueslike afilthy rag...our
iniquities, like awind, carry usoff” (Isaiah 64:6). 1saiah, when confronted with the awesome holiness of God,
confessed hisown sinfulness: “Woeisme; | am lost! For | amaman of unclean lipsand | live among apeople
of unclean lips’ (Isaiah 6:4). It is clear that man’s basic and greatest problem is SIN.

What About God?

TheTanakh declareswithout doubt that Godisholy. Inthe Torah God Himself says, “I AM HOLY” (Lev.
11:44). Inthebook of Leviticusalonethereare 87 referencesto God’ sholiness. God in Hisholinesshatessin:
“For You arenot a God who desires wickedness; evil cannot abide with Y ou; wanton men cannot endure in
Your sight. You detest all evildoers’ (Psalm 5:5).

Evil men deserve God'’s judgment, but God in His love does not want to see sinful men perish: “As |
live—declaresthe Lord GOD—it is not My desirethat thewicked shall die, but that the wicked turn from his
[evil] waysand live” (Ezek. 33:11). God has provided away for sinful mento be saved: “Turnto Meandgain
success [the Hebrew verb means ‘be saved’; it is the common Hebrew verb YV)> which means ‘to save, to
deliver’ from which we get the name Y eshua which means ‘ Savior’], all the ends of the earth! For | am God,
and thereisnone else” (Isaiah 45:22). The solution to our sin problemisfound only in God. He must provide
for our salvation. We cannot save ourselves.

God isholy and demands that we be holy. “Y ou shall be holy, for I, the LORD your God, amholy” (Lev.
19:2). Man must conform to the holy and righteous character of God. How isthis possible? How can sinful
men be partakers of God’ s perfect holiness and righteousness?

Why Was Abraham Righteous?

In Genesis 12, the LORD made a covenant with Abram, the first Hebrew and the father of the chosen
nation. Abram was not a perfect man, neither was he sinless. For example, in Genesis 12:11-20 Abraham
deliberately told a“half-truth” with the intent of deception. In Genesis 16 Abraham had intercourse with his
wife'shandmaidin orderto help God keep Hispromise! In spite of these shortcomingsand failures, Abraham
was arighteous man. Why was this so?

In Genesis 15:6 God tells us how Abraham became righteous. “And because he (Abraham) put histrustin
the LORD, He reckoned it to his merit” (Gen. 15:6). The last part of this verse in the Hebrew text literally
reads, “He (God) reckoned it to him for (as) righteousness (NPTY).”

As we have already said, Abraham was not a perfectly righteous man, neither was he sinless. Yet he
believed what the LORD said. He trusted in God. Because of this God counted his faith to him for
righteousness. Whose righteousness? It cannot be man'’ srighteousness, because as sinnerswe do not havethe
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righteousness that God requires: “and all our virtues [Hebrew: ‘al our righteousnesses'] like a filthy rag”
(Isaiah 64:6). We may consider ourselves to be righteous, but this only makes us self-righteous. We are
certainly not righteous in the sight of God. “There is none who does good, not even one” (Psalm 14:3).

The righteousness described in Genesis 15:6 is God's righteousness. God alone is righteous, perfectly
righteous. Abraham believed in the LORD and the LORD gave him —imputed to him—His own
righteousness. Compare Jeremiah 23:6 wherewelearn that the LORD Himself must be our righteousness. Al
Abrahamdid wasto believewhat God said. What isit that man must do in order to gain God’ s righteousness
and God' s salvation? He must believein the LORD. Faith isthe key!

When it comesto salvation, man’s part isfaith. He must believe God and trust fully in His Word and His
promise, asdid Abraham. What isGod’ s part? What has God doneto provide salvation for sinful man? Space
will not allow usto go into great detail, but the following basic outline may be of help:

God’s Plan of Salvation

Let us go al the way back to Genesis chapter 3, where we learn about the disobedience and fall of man.
After Adam and Eve sinned, God clothed them with “garments of skins’ (Gen. 3:21). Their own method of
covering themselves with fig leaves was not sufficient. Man cannot cover himself. God must provide the
covering. In order to make them garments of skins, God had to slay an innocent animal or animals. Innocent
blood had to be shed.

God washere giving Adam and Eve a picture of the salvation which He offers to every person. Noticethe
following truths: (1) The importance of the blood. The blood of an innocent victim had to be shed. (2)
Expiation for sin is only possible wherethere is blood shed: “it is the blood, as life, that effects expiation”
(Lev.17:11). Thismeansthat man’ssin problem cannot be solved apart from the shedding of blood. (3) God's
plan of salvationinvolves thedeath of an innocent substitute. Sin deserves and demands judgment and death.
An animal waskilled instead of Adam and Eve.

In Genesis chapter 4 we have Cain’s offering and Abel’ s offering. Abel’s offering was a blood sacrifice.
An innocent animal was slain. Cain brought the work and labor of his own hands which was not acceptable.
Man’s works and intentions and mitzvot fall short of what God requires.

Animal sacrifices were offered even before the time of Abraham. Not only did Abel offer an animal
sacrifice, but Noah did also (Genesis 8:20). Abraham and his descendants continued this God-given practice
whichhad been instituted by God. Later the LORD explained thesacrificesin moredetail intheTorah through
thepen of Moses (Leviticuschapters 1-7). The peoples of the world who rejected God al so continued to offer
blood sacrifices, but these pagan religious practices soon degenerated even to the point where they offered
human sacrifices, including child sacrifices (compare Lev. 18:21; 20:1-3; Jer. 7:31).

God’ s holylaw issummarized by the 10 Statements or Commandments found inthe Torah (Exodus 20 and
Deuteronomy5). Noneof us have kept the 10 commandments perfectly. None of ushavegiven God first place
everyday of our lives. There have beentimes, especially inthedays of our youth, whenwehaveall dishonored
and disobeyed our parents. We have all taken the Lord’s Namein vain at one time or another. When we are
honest, most of us would admit that we have stolen something that did not belongto us. In short, weare all law
breakers deserving death! And how many of us have kept the greatest commandment of all found in
Deuteronomy 6:4-57?

God knew that, as sinful persons, none of us could keep His holy commandments. For that reason He
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provided for our sins through the sacrificial system. The animal offered for sacrifice had to be “without
blemish” (Lev. 1:3; etc.). The substitute who dies must be perfect and “without blemish.”

Thisbrings usback againto man’s basic problem. “God’s perfect holiness and justice demands that sin be
punished by death (compare Gen. 2:17 and Exod. 21:12,15-17). When the Hebrew man brought forward the
spotless lamb and placed it on the atar he was acknowledging the following:

| recognize that | ama sinner (Eccl. 7:20) and that | deserve todie. However, as| put my hand onthis

spotlesslamb (seeLev. 1:4), | amacknowledging that thisinnocent animal ismy substituteand isgoing

to diein my place. The blood of thisanimal will be shed so that | can live.

All of these offerings and sacrificeswere apicture of God’ sprovision for man’ ssalvation. God wasgiving
the children of Israel a picture of the sinless Substitute who would someday come.

God’s Promise of a Savior

Just asthe Jews were the custodiansof theHoly Scriptures, so too they werethe custodiansof theMessianic
promises. God promised Abraham that all the families of the earth would be blessed by Abraham (Gen. 12:3).
Sinceall peopleon earth aresinners (Psalm 14:2-3), all peopledeserve God’ s curse, not God' s blessing. Only
thosewho have been savedfrom their sins can be blessed of God. Thusthe promise of blessing for thefamilies
of theearth mustinclude salvationfor thefamiliesof theearth and this salvation (Y eshua) would comethrough
the seed of Abraham. The Messiah must be of the line of Abraham.

The same promisewas renewed to Isaac (Gen. 21:12) and Jacob (Gen. 28:14) and thus the Messiah must
also be a descendant of I1saac and Jacob. Since the Jews may be defined as those who have descended from
Jacob, we can say that the Savior must be aJew. He must be a descendant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

In Genesis49:10 we learnthat the kingly line (the line possessing “the scepter”) must come out of the tribe
of Judah. Sincethe Messiah will be God’ s anointed King (see Psalm 2), the Messiah must come from the line
of Judah.

In Isaiah 11:1 we learn that the Messiah, God’s great King, must come from Jesse, hence from the line of
David. Thecovenant God madewith David (2 Samuel chapter 7) confirmsthat thisgreat King must comefrom
the line of king David.

What About HisBirth?

There isan amazing prediction in Micah which says that Israel’ s great Ruler must come out of Bethlehem
of Judah: “And you, O Bethlehem of Ephrath, least among the clans of Judah, from you one shall come forth
to rule Israel for Me—One whose origin is from of old, from ancient times’ (Micah 5:2).

God'sgreat signor miraclewould be that the Messiah must beborn of avirgin: “Assuredly, my Lord will
giveyou asign of His own accord! Look, theyoung woman iswith child and about to givebirth to ason. Let
her name him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). The Hebrew term “young woman” (almah) is used in the Torah of
women who were certainly virgins (see Gen. 24:43 and Exodus 2:8). The Jewish trandlators of the Hebrew
Scripturesinto the Greek Septuagint in thethird century b.c.e. used parthenosto translate theword almah, and
the Greek term parthenos clearly denoted virginity.

The context of Isaiah 7:14 involvesthe LORD speakingto Ahaz about a great sign or miracle. For ayoung
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woman to become pregnant and give birth to ason isnot amiracle. It happens al the time. But for avirgin
to become pregnant and give birth to ason isagreat miracle indeed.

Inlsaiah 9:5 (9:6 in most English versions) the malechild whoisborniscalled the “theMighty God (M2
ON)" and “peaceable ruler.” He will trace His human descent from David (Isaiah 9:6; 9:7 in most English
versions).

To summarize his birth: It must be in Bethlehem of Judah. 1t must be amiracle birth, by way of avirgin.
The One born will be “the Mighty God” but will trace His human lineage through David.

The Death of M essiah—
Does The Messiah Haveto Die?

TheTanakhgivesustheanswertothis very important question.  Thefirst promise of the Messiah is found
inGenesis3:15. Sincethe JPSedition of the Tanakh doesnot accurately translatethisverse, | will givealiteral
rendering from the Hebrew: “And | will put enmity (hatred) between you (the serpent) and the women (Eve),
and between your seed and her seed; HE shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise himon the heel.”

The Messiah is here spoken of as “the seed of the woman.” The seed of the woman will have his heel
bruised. Thisimpliesthat the Messiah must suffer. Let us clarify this with other Scripture.

Daniel chapter 9 isapassagewhich orthodox Jewsare today told not toread. Itisaforbidden passage. The
main reason for thisis found in verse 26 where we are told that the Messiah will be CUT OFF.

The JPS edition of the Tanakh does not accurately trandate thisverse. It is translated as follows. “The
anointed one will disappear and vanish.” “Anointed one” is a good translation because the term “Messiah”
simply means “theanointed one.” But the verb does not mean “disappear.” The meaning of the Hebrew term
NIDisvery clear and every rabbi is familiar with this common Hebrew term. It means“cut off” and often is
used inthe Hebrew Scriptures of a violent death. One exampleisin Genesis 9:11 where men are “cut off” by
theviolent death caused by the flood watersin the days of Noah. It isinteresting that in Genesis 9:11 the JPS
translators render this verb “cut off.” Daniel 9:26 literally says:

“the anointed One will be cut off; it is not for Him”
NS PRY POYND N1

Heis not cut off for any crime which He had done, but He is cut off for the sake of others. He died, not for
Himself, but for others, as their Substitute. Thisiswhy the common English version says, “Messiah will be
cut off, but not for Himself.”

The Timeof Messiah’s Death

Theprophecy in Daniel 9:24-27 istruly amazing. Not only must the Messiah die (be cut off), but it actually
tells uswhen this will happen. Follow the calculations.*

*[Note: these calculations are done very simply herefor the purpose of this booklet. For amore exact calculation, factors
such as leap year, etc. must be figured. However the date arrived at is good within 5 years. If you want a more detailed
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Daniel seesthehistory of the nation Israel asaperiod of 70 weeks. The Hebrew term for “week” isaperiod
of seven, butinthis caseit isnot a period of seven days (aswe normally think of aweek) but aperiod of seven
years. The beginning of this 70 “week” period was when the commandment was given to restore and build
Jerusalem(Dan. 9:25). Thiscommandment wasgiven by Artaxerxesto Nehemiahin 455 b.c.e. (compare Neh.
2:1-8). When must the Messiah be cut off? Verse 26 saysHewill be CUT OFF after 62 “weeks” (which must
be added to the seven “weeks’ of verse 25), making a total of 69 “weeks’ (62 + 7 = 69). The Messiah,
therefore, must die after 69 “weeks.”

Witheach “week” as7 years, thisgivesus 69 X 7 total years which equals483 years. If you add 483 years
to 455 b.c.e. you arrive at an approximate date around 28 c.e. Hence the Messiah must die or be CUT OFF
after 28 c.e. Itisafact of history that Y eshuadied not long after 28 c.e.

How Must The Messiah Die?

Not only does the Tanakh tell usthat theMessiah must dieand whenHe must die, but it also tellsusHOW
Hemust die. Again, let usallow the Hebrew Scripture to say what it says.

Psalm 22 is one of the most amazing prophecies foundinthe Tanakh. Hereisdescribed anintensely graphic
picture of death by crucifixion (written by David hundreds of years before there even was such a thing as
Romancrucifixion). Notethe detailsasyou read the Psalm: bones (of the arms, hands and pelvis) out of joint;
actionof theheart affected; strength exhausted; intensethirst; partial nudity, etc. Inverse 19 (verse 18 in many
English versions) it even tells what they will do with the victim’s clothes (a prediction which was literally
fulfilled by theaction of theRoman soldiers, men who were certainly ignorant of this Psalm, thus making any
self-fulfilling of the prophecy impossible).

Note especially verse 17 (verse 16 in many English versions). The JPS edition renders the phrase: “they
maul my hands and feet.” The exact meaning of theverb (M) isdifficultto determine becausethisistheonly
placein the Tanakh wherethisverb occurs. Many Bible scholars believeit means“to bore, to hew, to pierce.”
Many English versions thus trandlate it this way: “ They pierced my hands and feet.”

Another key prophecy is found in Zechariah 12:10. This prophecy has not yet beenfulfilled, but it will be
fulfilled at the Messiah’ s second coming when the nation Israel will recognize their Messiah. It is when they
realizewho Heis that they will mourn greatly. The Hebrew text says, “ They will look upon Me whom they
have PIERCED.”

Thisisanother example wherethe JPS translatorshave not given usagood rendering of the original Hebrew
text. Their flawed tranglationisthis: “they shall lament to Me about thosewho areslain.” | encourage anyone
who knows Hebrew to translate thisphrase literally (word for word) based on the Hebrew text. It literally says
this:

“They shall look upon Me whom they have PIERCED”
DIPT-WR NN OON 0aM).

explanation and amore exact cal culation, writeto meand | will recommend further reading on thisfascinating prophecy.
For our purposes, however, the following calculations will suffice].
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The verb [727] means “pierce, pierce through, run through.” It is used in the Torah in Numbers 25:8 of
two people being pierced through with aspear by the hand of Phinehas. It isused in Judges 9:54 of a man
being pierced with adagger. Itisusedin 1 Samuel 31:4 of Saul being “run through” or pierced by a sword.

It is interesting that the LORD Himself says, “ They will look upon ME whom they have pierced.” When
was the LORD pierced? When did God die? Remember, the Messiah is more than amere Man. Heisthe
Mighty God (Isaiah 9:5), even the Son of God (Psalm 2:2,6-7). But how can God have a Son? Consider
carefully the words of Proverbs 30:4 (speaking of the Creator God): “Who has ascended heaven and come
down? Who has gathered up the windin the hollow of his hand? Who has established all the extremities of
the earth? What is his name OR HIS SON’S NAME, if you know it?’

In Zechariah 13:6 we have another interesting passage which possibly pertainsto thedeath of the Messiah,
but which has also been obscured by the JPS translation: “What are those sores on your back?’ The footnote
hasthis: “Lit. soresbetween your arms.” Both are poor translations. The Hebrew word for back isnot used,
neither is the word for arm used. It isthe word HAND [T°] that is found in the Hebrew text. The common
English version rendersit this way, “What are those woundsin your hands? [literally ‘ between your hands']
Then he will say, Those with which | was wounded in the house of my friends.” Messiah was wounded
between or in the middle of His hands by nail wounds.

We have seen that the M essiah must die, when Hemust die and howHe must die. Now we must think about
the most important question:

Why Must The Messiah Die?

Isaiah chapter 53 is another passage which orthodox Jews are told not to read. It is not read in the
synagogues. Itisaforbidden passage. But why should achapter from thegreat prophet of Isaiah beforbidden?
Isnot all of God' s Word important? 1f God spoke these words through Isaiah, why should we not read it?

When Jewish people ask sincere questions about Isaiah chapter 53 they are usually told that the suffering
servant describesthe nationIsrael. Though it istruethat Israel asanation has suffered greatly, yet aswe read
theseverses we find that the One spoken of is anindividual not anation. Asyou read this chapter, noticethe
repetition of the personal pronoun “HE.”

From the earliest days Isaiah 53 was understood by the Jews as applying to the Messiah.** The
interpretation that the suffering servant in thispassage refers to the nation Israel originated in medieval times.
Why did the Jews change their minds about Isaiah 53?7 Rabbi Solomon Yitzchaki (Rashi), anoted medieval
commentator of the Eleventh Century said this, “Since Christians interpret Isaiah 53 as being a prophecy
concerning Jesus, we maintain that thisis a prophecy concerning the people of Israel.”

L et us consider some of theseimportant verses in Isaiah 53 so that we can understand why the M essiah must
die:

Verse3
He was despised, shunned by men, a man of suffering...He was despised, we held him of no account.
When the Messiah came, He was rejected by men. He was despised and hated and put to death. Hewasa

** For documentation of thisfact, see the pamphlet I saiah 53: Of Whom Does the Prophet Speak? (Available from The
Friends of Israel, P.O. Box 908, Bellmawr, NJ 08099-9900 Phone: 1-800-257-7843).
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suffering Messiah. He was not received and welcomed as the Messiah and for the most part His saving work
was rejected.

Verse4

It was...our suffering that he endured. We accounted him plagued, smitten and afflicted by God.

TheMessiah wassmitten by God. A holy God must judge sin and punish sin. When the Messiah took our
sinsupon Himself, He wasjudged and punished by God. We are the oneswho should have been punished, but
Hewas punished in our place. He died as our Substitute, as our perfect Sacrifice. He took upon Himself the
punishment we deserved. Hewasjudged in our place. We arethe guilty ones who deserve death, but He died
instead of us.

Verse5

But he was wounded because of our sins, crushed because of our iniquities. He bore the chastisement

that made us whole, and by his bruises we were healed.

Why was the Messiah “ smitten by God” (verse 4)? He was smitten “because of our sins’ and “because of
our iniquities’ (verse5). Hedied for our sins. Thisis perhapsthe meaning of the phrasein Daniel 9:26 which
has been trandlated, “Messiah will be cut off, but not for Himself.” The Hebrew man placed his hand upon
thelamb of sacrifice acknowledging that the animal would die for hissins (Leviticus 1:4). Thiswasa picture
of our sins being placed on theMessiah asHe died in our place. Healing and wholeness and salvation canonly
come as aresult of what He did for us when He suffered and bled and died.

Verse 6

Weall went astray like sheep, each going hisown way; and the LORD visited upon him the guilt of all
of us.

The bad news is that we ALL have sinned. The good newsisthat Yeshuadied for ALL of us. We are all
guilty, but He borethe guilt of usall. All of our sinwaslaid on the Messiah. He who was sinless was treated
asasinner for us. Asour Substitute He took our sins upon Himself.

Verse7

Like a sheep being led to slaughter, like a ewe, dumb before those who shear her, He did not open his
mouth.

The Messiah became the perfect Sacrifice, the perfect Substitute. All the other sacrifices merely pointed
toHim. Hewasasalamb without blemish and without spot (absolutely sinless, the only Man who ever lived
who kept God’ s commandments perfectly), and He was willing to be slaughtered for you and for me.

Verse8
He was cut off from the land of the living through the sin of my people, who deserved the punishment.
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Thisverse supportsthe fact that 1saiah is not talking about the nation Israel asthe suffering servant. Heis
taking about the Messiah who was cut off because of the sin of his people Israel. Israel deserved the
punishment as do all people. We are all guilty before a holy God. We have al sinned and broken God’'s
commandments. We deserve the death penalty but Hedied in our place. He bore our condemnation. Hefaced
thewrath of God inour stead. Hewasjudged instead of us. Who crucified the Messiah? Wasit the Romans?
Weasit the Israglites? Wasit Pilate? The ultimate answer isthis: “I crucified Y eshua. It was because of me
Hedied. It wasfor my sinsthat He suffered and bled and died. | should have been put to death because | am
the guilty one, but He died for me.”

Verse10

But theLORD choseto crush him...that, if he made himself an offering for guilt, He might see offspring
and have long life.

The LORD choseto crush Messiah. At first thought this seems to be a horrible statement. Why would it
pleasethe LORD to crush Hisanointed One? But we must remember that thiswas done for our sakes, and for
our salvation. The Messiah had to receive a crushing blow so that we could receive God's gift of salvation,
which we do not deserve at all.

How can a dead Messiah see offspring and havelong life? Thisisimpossible unless He comes back from
the dead. The Messiah will die, and yet He will live.

Versell
My righteous servant makes the many righteous, It istheir punishment that he bears.

The Messiahis called God’' s “righteous servant.” He was perfectly righteous. Hewas sinless. Helived a
perfect life and kept the commandments perfectly. He was the only righteous man who ever lived—right
acting, right thinking, right speaking, right being. He was perfectly innocent, and yet Hedied in our place as
if Hewereaguilty sinner. Itismy punishment that He bore. The only righteous Man who ever lived paid the
penalty for my crimes. He was sentenced to death so that | might be pardoned. Hedied that | might live. He
was treated as an unrighteous criminal so that | might be justified or declared righteous in Him (even as
Abraham was justified in Genesis 15:6).

Versel1?2

For heexposed himself to death and wasnumbered among thesinners, whereasheborethe guilt of the
many and made intercession for sinners.

Hedid not die for afew, Hedied for the many. The Onedied for all. He poured out His soul unto death.
He bore our guilt and was punished for our sins. Sin demands death (see Gen. 2:17 in the Torah and Ezek.
18:4). Yeshuadied instead of usand paid the death penalty infull. The LORD who is the righteous Judge of
all theearth is now completely satisfied that sin’ spenalty has been paid. Because of what the Messiah did for
us, the LORD is able to provide for us complete forgiveness of sins: “For | will forgive their iniquities and
remember their sinsno more” (Jer. 31:34 and see Psalm 103:10-12).
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What Must | Do?

In conclusion, let us go back to verse 1 of Isaiah 53:

Who can BELIEVE what we have heard?

Thisisthe crucial question. Will you BELIEVE what you have heard from Isaiah? Will you BELIEVE
what the prophets havewritten? Will you BELIEV E what the Tanakh says? Will you BELIEV E thetraditional
Hebrew text which God has so wonderfully given to us and preserved for us?

God hastold us about the Messiah—who Heisand what He hasdone. We can either believe this message
or not. We can receive the message of the Tanakh or we can reject it. We can put our trust in the Messiah or
we can try to explain away these amazing prophecies.

Thank you for taking the time to read this little booklet. If | can be of further help, please let me know. |
havelearned how difficult it isfor aJew to believein Y eshua. Often thereisagreat cost involved. For some
it even means the loss of family members, excommunication from the synagogue and afuneral ineffigy. But
canany price be too high to pay for aright relationship with the living God? And God may use you in avery
special way to reach other Jewish people with His message of Life and Salvation.

For helpful literatureaong these lines, ask usfor the testimony of Dr. M.L.Rossvally, surgeon in the U.S.
army during and after the Civil War. Dr. Rossvally was an orthodox Jew and the story of how God worked in
hislife and in hisfamily is remarkable indeed.

Let me close with two verses from the Psalms:
(1) Tasteand see how good the LORD is; happy theman who takesrefuge inHim! (Psalm 34:9, verse 8 inthe
standard English versions).
(2) Psalm 2 speaks about the Messiah, the Lord’ s anointed (verse2), God’sgreat King (verse 6), the One of
Whom God said, “You are My Son” (verse 7). The Psalm ends with these words:

Happy are all who take refugein Him!

May you come to know the blessing and happiness of putting your trust in Y eshua, the One who died for
you!

George Zeller
The Middletown Bible Church
349 East Street
Middletown, CT 06457
(860) 346-0907
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| SAIAH 9:5
(Isaiah 9:6 in most English versions)

Four names are given to this Child, each name consisting of two members or two Hebrew words. The
Masoretic accentuation supports the position that there are four names.

Literally translated the verse reads as follows:

Because (a) child [male child] has been born for us;
A Son has been given for us;
And the rule (dominion) has been [placed] upon His shoulder;

And His Name has been called...

WONDERFUL COUNSELLOR ... ... XYY ND9

TheHebrew term“wonderful” means “that which surpasseshuman thought and power, incomprehensible.”
Heisawonder. The word isused in Judges 13:18 of the Name of the Angel of the LORD who in verse 22 is
identified as God. See also Isaiah 28:29 where the counsel of the LORD of hostsis said to be wonderful or
unfathomabl e.

MIGHTY GOD .. oo oo, M) HN

Comparethisidentical phrasefound inlsaiah 10:20-21 where “Mighty (Heroic) God” refersto theLORD,
the Holy One of Isradl.

ETERNAL FATHER ... ... e Ty SAN

With respect to His people, He will ever be asafather. “Y ou, O LORD, are our Father; from of old, Y our
nameis‘Our Redeemer’” (Isaiah 63:16 and see Psalm 103:13).

RULER OF PEACE ... ...\ttt e e DYDY WY
Hisreign of peaceisdescribed in Isaiah 2:4.

Isaiah 9:6 (9:7 in most English versions) further describes His kingdom of peace. The Ruler is clearly
identified as a descendant of King David, the true Messiah who will establish the kingdom which had been
promised by the mouth of all the prophets. The zeal of the LORD of Hosts shall bring this to pass!
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